It is no little pride and honour to me, who am an old alumnus of this College, to be allowed to take part in the proceedings of this evening, and to say a few words by way of friendly advice to the students, who will, in course of time, be our own colleagues and helpmates. It is not necessary for me to tell you, my young friends, anything about the responsibility attached to the profession you have chosen to follow; nor is it necessary for me to remind the senior students that their medical education will not end with the passing of their final test; on the contrary, it will then make its commencement.
Considering the rapid strides with which medicine has been advancing during the present age, you would, I doubt not, agree with me in holding that to achieve success in life one must keep pace with the progress of the times and this one cannot do otherwise than by paying close attention to one's studies and keeping in constant touch with the patients of the hospital.
The teaching of medicine in the early days of this College was, strictly speaking, of an elementary nature, and students were turned out with insufficient knowledge of medicine, surgery, and midwifery. You would be most disagreeably surprised to learn that when the College was opened, the first course of lectures and demonstrations on anatomy were given on clay models, samples of which can even now be seen in the museum.
It would, I trust, not be absolutely unpalatable to you, if I were to give you the ancient history of the Medical College and the classes of men who formed the first batch of its students. Gentlemen, you may have heard from your grand and great-grand fathers that before the advent of the British Raj, 
